State urges HC to lift 20-yr stay
on 100-acre plot for Metro Il
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Mumbai: The state povern-
ment has approached the Bom-
bay high court seeking to start
work for the Metro [T project at
Kanjurmare and [ift a two-de-
cade-old stay on the develop-
ment of 100133 acres of land.
Whilean earlier application by
the state last year had sought
around 135 acresfor the project,
it has said in a new application
that it needs only 10033 acres of
the land that is locked in litiga-
tiom. The application is schedu-
led to come up before a division
bench of Justices Anoop Moh-
taand Girish Kulkarni.
Additional  povernment
pleader G W Mattos is repre-
senting the state in the mattor
Besides listing the statms quo
order on the land for building
the main Meiro rail car depot,
the state hasurged the HC toal-

he Mumbai Metro Rail

may need land at Aarey for its
stabling yard even if it were to
get the Kanjurmarg land for its

Corporation Limited (MMRCL)

main depot, said 5 Gupta, director
{projects). “While we are yet to
work out actual requirements for
the stabling yard, it is estimated to
be around 8-10 hectares,” he said

low it to set up piers for the Jo-
geshwark-Kanjurmarg  eleva-
ted Metro corvidor and const-
ructing the Central Business
District metro station on 31,600
squaremetres of land.

The Mumbsai Metro I pro-
ject connecting Colaba-Band-
ra-Seepz is proposed to be ope-
rational by 2021 atatotal cost Rs
23136 crore and will connect

Nariman Point, BEC and the
international airport. The pro-
Jject proposes to have eight cars
with a capacity of 2,500 pas-
sengers on the route, carrying
around 14 lakh passengers eve-
ry day, and help reduce 3.73
lakh vehicles daily on the rou-
te. While the Colaba-Bandra-
Seepz route would be under-
ground, the state said it had de-

cided to integrate Metro III
with the Jogeshwari-Kanjur-
margelevated Metro project.

The state’s plans for setting
up the car shed, however, was
stalled as the land has been
stuck in a legal dispute since
1853: In 1997, FIC restrained the
state from allotting land to the
fune of around &0 acres in
Kanjurmang to any person.
Last vear, the state filed an app-
lication to release 135 acres of
the land from the stay order’
which it has now modified af-
ter dropping the plan toconst-
ruct a casting yard at Kanjur-
marg. Urging HC for relief, the
state said a delay would case
“loss, damage and prejudice to
thestate and a public project of
urgency that is an important
urban transport project meant
toameliorate the traffic woesof
the citizens of Mumbai would
be in jeopardy™



