Civil contracts for Metro-III corridor
finally awarded, work to begm in Sept
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Mumbai: Mumbai Metro
Rail Corporation Ltd
(MMRCL) has finally awar-
ded civil contracts for the
33.5km long underground
Metro-III corridor, whose
first phase is expected to be
completed by 2020.

MMRCL initially set a de-
adline of 2019 for the project,
but delay in awarding cont-
racts and non-allotment of
land for a car depot at Aarey
forced the revision in timeli-
ne. MMRCL'’s director (pro-
jects) § K Gupta said, “The
Colaba-Bandra-SEEPZ Met-
ro-II1 project took a big leap
as the board cleared the
award of civil contracts for
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Museum, Acharya Atre Chowk,

26 Parade, Worli, Siddhivinayak, Dadar,
Vidhan Sitaladevi Temple, Dharavi,
Bhavan, Churchgate, Hutatma BKC, Vidya Nagari, Santacruz,
Chowk, CST, Kalbadevi, Airport (domestic), Sahar Road,
Girgaon, Grant Road, Mumbai International Airport, Maral
Central, Mahalaxmi, Science Naka, MIDC and SEEPZ

the entire section of 33.5 km,
with total construction cost
at Rs 18,115 crore.”

Contracts for rolling
stock, signalling system, etc
areyettobefinalized. Theen-
tire Metro project was origi-
nally estimated to be Rs
23,136 crore, but is now likely
to increase.

Gupta said, “The estima-
tes were prepared by the con-
sultants with Delhi Metro as
the benchmark, but 28 fac-

tors have led to the rise in
cost. For example, Delhi has
only six-car trains while this
Metro system will have
eight-car ones. Also, there
are more entry and exit po-
ints. Moreover, Mumbai has
rock whereas Delhi invovles
digging soil. Besides, Mum-
bai also has a high water tab-
le and proper water-proofing
hastobedoneduetopeculiar
climatic conditions.”

. MMRCL said it hoped to

run the first train on this un-
derground corridor by 2020
between SEEPZ and Bandra-
Kurla Complex (BKC). Gupta
said, “The rest of the corri-
dor will be opened within a
year after that.” He added
80% of the land required to
execute the project is avai-
lable with MMRCL. Gupta
further said, “Workonallthe
stations can begin simulta-
neously.”

Contractors will first car-

man Point, BKC, domestic
and international airports
and industrial areas of
MIDC and SEEPZ. It also con-
nects various areas in the is-
land city and suburbs that
arenotserved by the existing
suburban network, like Kal-
badevi, Worli and Prabhade-
vi. The corridor provides in-
terchanges with Western Ra-
ilways at Churchgate, Mum-
bai Central and
Mahalakshmi; Central Rail-
waysat CST; Monorail at Ma-
halaxmi and Metro-I at Ma-
rol Naka. It will also provide
connectivity to the upco-
ming Metro-II for seamless
travel. Daily ridership on the
corridor is estimated at 14

* lakh in 2021 and expected to

riseto17lakh in 2031.



