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Be practical, Bombay High
Court tells tree activists

Metro 3: judges say city traffic deteriorating; call for pragmatism

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MLIMRAN
The Bombay High Court on
Thursday censured activists
opposing the cutting of trees
for the Colaba-Bandra-Seepz
Metro 3 line, saying a prag-
matic view must be taken,
considering ground realities.
A Division Bench compris-
ing Justices V.M. Kanade and
AM. Badar was hearing an ap-
plication by the Mumbai
Metro Rail Corporation Lim-
ited (MMRCL) seeking permis-
sion to cut 108 mangroves for
the Bandra Kurla Complex
Metro station. The permission
was required as the HC had
made its permission mandat-
ory for any activity connected
es while hearing a
| PIL filed by the Bombay Envir-
i Action  Group
. (BEAG).

Unkindest cut: A worker with
the Metro 3 project works on
a felled tree in Churchgate.
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“We mneed the Metro-
Iraffic in the city is going
from bad to worse...a prag-
matic view has to be taken
considering the ground realit-
ies,” Justice Kanade said. The
Bench was informed by MM-

RCL advocate Kiran Bagalia
that the corporation has given
an undertaking to restore
green cover removed for
building stations. *We will be
replanting trees and will also
do compensatory mangrove
replantation,” she said. Ms.
Bagalia also told the court that
a Joan has been taken from Ja-
pan, and delays have huge
COSt repercussions,

Advocate Robin Jaising-
hani, who had appeared for a
petitioner in the earlier PIL,
said no underground con-
struction can be carried out in
a CRZ-I11 area, where the BKC
station will come up. The
court said there is no need for
activists and residents to take
an adwversarial stand and they
must consider the situation in
Mumbai. The matter will be
heard again on June 24,



