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ftor Eacing months of de
due 1o protests by activists
and eourt cases, the canstruc
tiomof the Metro3depotat Aa-
rey 18 nearing completion,
with anthorities reporting thit almaost
% of ork his been finlshed, The
arey Carshed Dopot, in Aarey Colony,
will serve as a maintenance and oper-
ationshubfor the Cuffe Parade-BEC-Aa-
rey underground Metro, housing vast
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AFI'ER BLISTERING PACE OF WORK

Fics: 5 L Shanth Kumar, Sarijay Hadkar, MMACL

Depat construction work al As
eame toa halt on Nov 20, 2018, follos
an order from the Uddhay Thackeray
lad Maha Vikas Aghndi government
st environmental concerns raksed
s v bewed the de
mn as politically driven. Work re
sumed on July 1, 2022 after a change of
government and with Eknath Shinde,
'Im leader of nneal (Jmflncmml wings

|.h|\-r minbst ince then, work has pro-
coeded a1 o blistering pace. *We weren't
expecting it tobe ready within 18 months
since then, but thot is what has hap-
pened.” saida senior official from Mum-
bai Metro Bail Corporation (MMRC),
Ashwinl Bhide, managing director
of MMRC, sakd, "We are on track to com-

plete the work before Phase | (BEC-Aa-
rey) commences, [nitially, we anticipat-
ed the depot work to be unfinished, plan
ning 1o operate with a bac

atlons and control centre (OC
But mow, 1o o dipot work i fin
Ished, and by the time thie route between

The performance and efficiency of
the Metro network will rely heavily on
the functionality of the OCC, Author-
ities say only o few days” worth of work
remains to connect the stabling lines
with the main line, ennhling the move-
mentof tralns inand outof the main ten
mel Into the carshed, This connection
wark wis delayed as additional trees had
1o be removed to link the depot with the
mainline, Thetreeswerecleared in April
last year for the liying of the shunting
e ar the Supreme Court approved
the BMC tree authority's decision on

Narch 15, 2023 (though the fop court im.

Sepl 2017: Work an Metro 3
depot beains at Azrey

Oct M1%: Bombay high
court dismisses petitions.
to declare Aarey a forest
and refusas to stop felling
2,500 trees for the depot.
Within hours, 2,141 trees
are cut. Later, Suprems
Cowrt stays tres cutting
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HECTARES IS
NET AREA Control room
{far Metro fine 3, this will be

something akin Lo an airpart's

WILL INCLUDE:

29 stabling lines £

{each line to be ===

220-metre long to
accommotdate 179-metre rakes)

(2% Testtrack (514-metre

|
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Mow 201%: The then chief

alr-traffic control, ar ATC). 1t will
facilitate avtomated, driverless
e

i fino of Re Hilakho
ngtoovermach its onder).

The entire project fueed a thres.

MRC forat

minister Uddhav Thackeray
stays depot work on

b green zone
com i Washing lime (for

July 2022 Chisf 25 |[=1\} thorough heavy wash),
minister Eknath with & capacity for
Shinde's Ihectares to handling six trains per hour
annaunces resumption have ramp, Rake |
of dapot work shunting workshop (with 7 woffice, canteen | Storos
following previous ﬁ:" station | ointanance fines in and related | @ for
court clearances and depot inspection shed) facilitles spares

pear delay due fo the Ived car da- L
pot bssue, which was heavily Hitkginted,™
said in MMRC olfi The depot is vi it the head

tal to trakn operad oo

Withoul it, trains  3'snerve centn
simply cannot run. The depot is fike

to the body, It is Metro tares left untouched, t
atlon hsn‘n lh:\' ck'

Spanning ) hectares, with five hee-  pot, which in addition to harbouring

heetares hosts a

nance and of
u 0 hiad mdministrative and training fa
ities. Designed for 30 rakes of eight

at a cost of B

ilities,  carseach, thedepot < belngconstructed

will be stabled at any glven time, with

some stathoned st terminal statbons like
Cuffe Parade and BEC, (rom where ser
vices may commendce inthe marning.

8 yrs later: 77% occupied roads to be returned by May

The Questlon Every Mumbaikar Is Asking: If Tunnelling And
Core Station Work Qver, Why Delay In Returning Roads?

@timesgroup.com

etro ) authorities are
set to return @ sub-
stantial length of
roject-oreupied

road o Mumbaikars
Ty May, elght years after sections
af roads wore barricadoed for work
om tunnelling snd stations tocom
mence Inall, road stretehes totall-
ing 12.3km were handed over to
Mumbai Metre Rail Corporation

rorridaor Res

e been under-

for & while, though citizens
have questioned its pace,

The sentiment among road us

s fiodd L with e rowed e e

of eut and eover and unother tech-
nodogy. In the cut and cover meth
od, o #treteh of road is dug up and
then reinstated, Roads were also
blocked at sump spots where
shafts were built to launch tunnel
boring machines{ TBMs).

Bhide sald, "As part of the traf-
fie m et plan, most of the
traffic was diverted onto stesf
decks in many aroas, The removal
af these sieel dec  lengthy
process, The area that we dog up
has to be relpstated, and waffic

s 15T L lomg
overashas been core station work
What is taking o long for roads to
be returned to the city?" Accord
Inggto MMRC, romd restora-

|suw|~tu|norh.\1l andonly [Mn an

tion 1s .cl.nml i

“In most
cAses, mmi msmm:lml wark has
been done, bat it has been carried
il ploces, 11 you loak at
,  Hutatma  Chowk,
Vidhan Bhavan, and the Cuffe Pa
e Metro station, we have begun
road reinstatement work.

A total of 19stations have been
bulltusing thecutand covermeth.
od. and T through a combination

el ” Where
u-mer..n |m !\I has besen done, traf
fie movernant ks allowsd, and the
last bits are being removed. she
said, “We hope to see significant
progress by the end of Mag™

In contrast to New Delhi's me!

vorail construction, which largely
oecurred off main roads, Mum-
bai's densely pupulated lnndscape
required excavation directly be-
neath  existing  thoroughfares,
This neesssitated the instaliation
of stesl decks in vehicu

lar aciess while construetion con-
tinued balow ground level

Merro 3 long dot crocial
5 in AndheriiErst), Malsohas
intier iz stit .

ion on Westorn Ex-
press Highway and BEC
near the ITO junction. Besides, in
the island city, it hasstationson L)
Road in the Dadar-Mahim belt, it
also prsses via Dr DN Road in the
CSMT Hutatma Chowk aren and
the Churchgate station area, as
i
rrow roids in the Gir
1 Rewse]
rricaded

s
gaum-Kakabadey) and
areas. Because of 1
romuds, all these nded up
with day-longt ams, disrup-
tions to pedestrian pathways. and
reduced foor adjacent com
mercial establishments, some of
which moved court against tho
project. Thus, the imminent com-
pletion of read restoration prom-
= pellef for commuters and

ag (o Minksh road
e '.rmn work much eartier [t
could not be complated on sched-
uled time because of the mon-
soon, and also due o unforeseen

elreumstances like the pandem-
b, saldan MMRC official. “There
were alsn the challe of ma

AR nmllmlf' ut ilities, not to

Shops on Metro

route hoping for
biz to get back
on track soon

Richa Pinto &
Manmthan K Mebta | 1u

Muzmbeai: Tholiglit i theerd of
the hannel, that i the Metrod -
il metwerrk, isfinally visible, with

ight yenrs of comstr
thon, Gradually, by Septomibwr,
theentire corridor is expected to
be filly functional Familiesand
bmsinesses enroute, that havefo-
lesrassed beviken roads, nodse, dust
palhation, traffie jams and diver
Shons, e hiplng LR gets back
ontrack.

Undergroumd work hasespe-
cinlly offected the people of Fo
untain, Fort, Dedar and Sitlade.
vl temple area in Mahim. M
im resident istian Dsouss
said, “The pace of work was
slowe_many residents anid shop-
liepens were affecterd... Already
traffic jams were common bt
Memo work begsn, if 2
de fike 2 BEST bus broke
o, the situndion wosld beco-
i skl iff e was loo-
ling forvward to Metro 3, Dsous
said Mahim already has good
eommectivity o most places of
the sa this nfrastructure
will bean ardded advankig.

Miloufer Dubash Dhastur, ow-
ner of Paradise Cinesns in Mi-
hiem, said the boo office entrance
Tacade was masked owing o the
work, which affected bushiess

*Thie sntthorithes wero rosponsl
ve if we approached them with
Essuws. Ascitizens we need to be-
or such incomvenience for in-
frastructure upgrade,” she said.

The Fountaln precinct
tusorbild o tornado-hit street
for years. RTI activist Mansoar
Darvesh sold his #-yearold
stationery and watch repair
shop three yesrs ago. “Previons.
Ly skl shops fstclved @ rental
Anccmmae of Fs 25,000, bt decros:
s demmigel o |u-n<||l'|ir|n||‘|:||i
it o Bs 15000 Busin
will not recover now... especially
when online shopping 48
pervasive” D sl
o of Hombey
Il be plomsed i |Iu' o o

reolint

of protests and u|!]9|‘|mll> But
now there’ wlm-rhln--m-.lmem
look forward ro:

and sparkl

peenis for tradf s gt
hers pace

Al graphics and hoth Times Special
pages designed by Sandeep Soad

THE ROAD AHEAD: RESTORATION PLAN |

OVERALL
Road length
tobe
Road fengthto  [—= tobe 72 13 i
berestored 5 o § et restored km km 12.3
% km 8.5 km - km
DEADLINE | RESTORATION TARGET

March m
Aprivitay [EEEEEETEEE 1.8 km

une/uly [ERETERES 15 km
augrsep [ 0.6 km
vec [ 0,7 km

FLORA FOUNTAIN

“ The project has been cngo-

ing for several years and has
caused some disruption to traffic and
dally life. Now that it is finished, it is
likely to improve commute, reduce
congestion, and make it easier for
people to get arcund the city as well as
reduce pollution, improve quality of life
IRFAN MACHIWALA | s so0is acmivess




