First contractor fixed for
Metro 3 Kalbadevi rehab
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Mumbai: The Mumbai Met-
ro Rail Corporation (MMRC)
hasappointed the contractor
forthefirstof threetowersto
be built to rehabilitate resi-
dents affected by stations co-
ming up on the Girgaum-
Kalbadevi stretch of the
Metro 3 corridor.

The MMRC finalised Va-
scon Engineers to construct
the building in Kalbadevi,
which will have 38 floors and
will be constructed in two
phases. There will be nine
flats on each floor with areas
ranging from 405 square feet
to 550 square feet, said an
MMRC official.

Together the three to-
wers shall make up the big-
gest rehabilitation project
executed by the government
involving legal tenants from
a middle-class background
inany infrastructure project
inthecity.

The underground Metro
3 shall connect Colaba and
Seepz via Bandra, a 32.5 km
route. On the way it will ser-
ve the populations of Gir-
gaum and Kalbadevi, some
of the oldest and most cong-
ested neighbourhoods of the
city in the south.

The two stations at Kal-
badevi and Girgaum will
each require around 1,200
square metres of space.

Works for these metro
stations have begun at sites
where residents have moved
out, but the pace is slower
than at other stations. With
the finalisation of the first
building contractor to reha-
bilitate project-affected per-
sons, the station works are
expected to pick up speed.

“The work of this buil-
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The work of this building (Kalbadevi Heights) will be
completed in 54 months. The contractor will undertake
work at a cost of Rs 131 crore —an MMRc OFFICIAL

ding will be completed in 54
months,” an MMRC official
said. “The contractor will
undertake work at a cost of
Rs131crore.”

The process of appoin-
ting contractors for the two
other towers is underway
and adecision is likely soon.

A total of 423 residential
units and 289 commercial
blocks in the Girgaum-Kal-
badevi stretch were affected
by the project. Around 20
plots and land parcels with
30 buildings in six non-conti-
guous blocks were affected.

Kalbadevi residents will

be housed in six contiguous
blocks. The buildings will-
partially come up above the
station building. The rehabi-
litated tenants will get doub-
letheir currentliving area.
Partof thelandunder im-
pacted buildings in Kalbade-
vi-Girgaum will be utilised
by the MMRC for the const-
ruction of underground
metro stations, ancillary
works, ventilation shafts,
entry and exit structures
and other related activities.
Some flats will be sold in
the open market to recover
the cost of rehabilitation.



