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CM, deputy CM to flag off
trial run of Metro line 3 today

Trains will be tested on various parameters, including speed and emergency
brake distance, during their 10,000-km test runs over a six-month period

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, AUGUST 29

THETRIAL run of Mumbai's first
underground Metro line 3, also
known as Colaba-Bandra-SEEPZ
line, which has been under con-
struction since 2016, will start
Tuesday, said the Mumbai Metro
Rail Corporation Limited (MM-
RCL), which is executing the
33.5km-long underground
Metro corridor.

Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde and Deputy Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis
will flag off the trial run at
Sariput Nagarin Aarey, where a
temporary car shed has been
built for assembling Metro car
rakes. The trial run will be held
inside a 3-km tunnel stretch be-
tween the temporary facility of
Sariput Nagar and Marol Naka
station,

An MMRCL official said that
the trains will be tested on vari-
ous parameters, including
speed, oscillation, and emer-
gency brake distance, during
their 10,000km test runs that
will be conducted over a six-
month period.

“These tests will be con-
ducted inthe tunnels commenc-
ing from the temporary facility
area and the trial could go on for
over three-six months," the offi-
cial said.

The 33.5-km-long under-
ground Metro route will connect
south Mumbai and its suburbs,
and the line will be commis-
sioned in two phases.
Accordingly, MMRCL is planning
tocomplete Phase 1 of the corri-
dor between SEEPZ and BKC by

Total length of the project:

33.5KILOMETERS

The corridor will have:

27 KEY STATIONS

(26 UNDERGROUND, ONE
AT GRADE)

Initial cost of the project:

{23,000 CRORE

Revised cost (as of now):

{ 37,000 CRORE +

M Year of commencement
of work: 2016

M [nitial deadline for
completion of stretch:
July 2022

M Revised deadline at
present: 2025

Rundown on MMRCL project

WORK COMPLETION STATUS:

Tunneling work 98.8%
Civil Works 84%
Overall project 73% (as on April 30)

FIRST-PHASE ROUTE - AAREY DEPOT TOBKC STATION

STATIONS TO BE COVERED- 10

1.BKC, 2.Vidyanagari, 3.Santacruz, 4. Domestic Airport,
5.Sahar Road, 6. International Airport, 7. Marol Naka (will
have interchange for Metro Line 1), 8. MIDC, 9. SEEPZ, 10.

Aarey Depot
DISTANCE DEADLINE
11.12KILOMETERS l BY2024

SECOND PHASE ROUTE - BKC-CUFFE PARADE STATION
STATIONS TO BE COVERED- 17

21.22 KILOMETERS

DISTANCE |

DEADLINE

MID-2025

December 2023 and the second
phase between BKC and Colaba
by June 2024.

Originally, the work on Metro
3 line was expected to be com-
pleted in 2021. However, the
2021 deadline was missed and
the cost of the project escalated
toRs 37275 crore from Rs 23,136
crore, said sources.

As per the initial plan, the
first phase of MML-3 between
Bandra and Seepz was planned
to be completed by December
2021 and the second phase
from Bandra-Kurla Complex
(BKC) to Colaba by the second
half of 2024.

However, due to delays in
the project, MMRCL is now

planning to complete the first
phase by January 2024 and sec-
ond after one-and-a-halfyears,
provided the Metro car shed is-
sue is resolved. The second
phase of the project from
Colaba to BKC is expected to be
completed by mid-2025.

The Metro-3 car shed was
initially proposed at Aarey
Colony during Devendra
Fadnavis-led BJP-Shiv Sena gov-
ernment, While it saw opposi-
tion from environment activists,
after the formation of Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) government
in November 2019, the planof a
car shed at Aarey was scrapped
by then Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray who announced to

shiftit to Kanjurmarg.

On June 30, the Eknath
Shinde-Devendra Fadnavis duo,
in their first cabinet meeting
held after assuming power,
overturned the previous
Thackeray led government's de-
cision of moving the carshed of
the Metro 3 car shed from
Aarey. Deputy Chief Minister
Fadnavis directed the Urban
Development Department offi-
cials to bring a proposal for
building the car shed at Aarey,

The move to shift the car
shed out of Aarey has been a
major bone of contention be-
tween the Shiv Sena and its for-
mer ally, the Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP).



