Colaba-Seepz corridor to be driverless
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The city’s first under-
ground Metro corridor
between Colaba-Bandra-
Seepz is likely to be a dri-
verless line a year after
the commissioning of the
project in 2021.

The Mumbai Metro Rail
Corporation (MMRC),
which is building the 33.5-
km-long underground
€ .0 F i o o
on Thursday said that the
rolling stocks (coaches) of
the Metro corridor
would be equipped
with an advanced
signalling system —
communication-based
train control (CBTC) —
that would allow for dri-
verless operation of the
corridor.

Throwing light on cor-
poration’s plans, A.A.
Bhatt, director (systems),

PLAN REDONE

n a bid to save trees in

Aarey Milk Colony, the

Mumbai Metro Rail
Corporation has
redesigned its car depot
plan.
According to the new
plan, there will be pock-
ets of dense greenery
within the premise of the
proposed car depot.
Several politicians and
activists had opposed
the depot and had also
approached the National
Green Tribunal (NGT)
over the issue.

MMRC, said, “Initially
the Metro will run with
the help of a driver until
the system 1s 1n
place.

Later, gradually we will
remove drivers and they
will be stationed at the

control rooms where the
computerised system
would monitor the sig
nalling of the Metro.”
Earlier in 2016, the
Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC) got
approval to have driver-
less Metro running.
Currently, two corridors
in Delhi have installed a
similar system that will
operate the 58-km-long

Majlish Park-Shiv
Vihar (Line 7) and the 38-
km-long Janakpuri

(West)- Botanical Garden
(Line 8) corridors, which
are a part of the third
phase of Delhi Metro’'s
expansion.

According to an MMRC
official, there are a total
of 27 countries that oper-
ate driverless Metro cor-
ridors all around the
globe.

Mr Bhatt, added, “The
DMRC had to take clear-

ances from the Union
railway ministry for run-
ning a driverless Metro.
Now, we would follow the
guidelines followed by the
DMRC for obtaining per-
missions for running the
driverless Metro corri-
dor.”

The Metro 3 will have 26
underground  stations
and will be a crucial
north-south link where it
will connect major cen-
tral business districts
(CBD) such as Nariman
Point, Bandra-Kurla
Complex (BKC) and Seepz
in Andheri.

The p]f'ﬂjﬂﬂt has heen
mired in controversy
with the construction of
a car depot at Aarey
Colony and also after the
residents of Girgaum
and Kalbadevi protested
the alignment of the proj-
ect, citing theu' displace-
ment.



