Metro boring over in SoBo
heritage precinct sans harm
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Mumbai: A milestone has
been achieved in Metro tun-
neling work. Boring has been
completed on the sensitive
CSMT-Kalbadevi stretch,
which is 3.82km long and is
dotted with heritage build-
ings as well as old and dilapi-
dated structures. Before tun-
neling began on this stretch,
there were apprehensions
about damage to these struc-
tures, which finally have es-
caped unharmed. Near Gir-

gaon, a cluster of 30 structur-
esthat werehurdles, had tobe
removed.

This phase of Metro tun-
nelling was the most chal-
lenging as the tunnel boring
machine (TBM) passed
through one of themostdern-
sely populated areas along
the Metro’s alignment.
MMRC’s managing director
Ashwini Bhide tweeted,
“This was not a small feat.
Tunneling incessantly for 20
months to drill almost 4km
long tunnel beneath close to
200 severely dilapidated

buildings + heritage build-
ings + high rise buildings +
religious structures was not
an easy task. Team #MMRC,
#MAPLE GCand #HCCMMS
didit.”

The boring average was
190 meters every month with
2,720rings, said Mumbai Met-
ro Rail Corporation’s
(MMRC) spokesperson. The
TBM, Vaitarna-l, made its
way through hard basalt and
breccia rock mass with some
pockets of very low strength
shale bandsat averagedepths
of 20 meters from road level.



