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THE Bombay High Court
yesterday refused to hear a
public interest litigation
(PIL) seeking a ban on the
online suicide game, Blue
Whale Challenge, saying the
Supreme Court (SC) has al-
ready taken up the issue.

A division bench of Chief
Justice Manjula Chellur and
Justice N M Jamdar dis-
posed of the PIL filed by the
NGO, Citizen Circle for So-
cial Welfare and Education.

“The SC on September 15
had taken cognisance of the
issue and issued notices to
the parties concerned. The
issue is pan-India, hence we
feel we need not carry on a
parallel hearing,” the court
said. 

The petitioner can ap-
proach the apex court if it
wishes so, the judges added.

Among other things, the
PIL sought a 24-hour
helpline for children (or
their parents) who have
fallen in the grip of the
deadly game. 

“Downloading mobile
games is very easy in India
and the authorities are not
equipped to handle such is-
sues,” the PIL said.
The state and Union govern-
ments should be asked to
stop online availability or
circulation of the Blue
Whale Challenge and take
legal action against any per-
son found to be promoting
or circulating it, the petition
demanded. 

The game reportedly in-
volves completion of vari-
ous tasks entailing
self-harm, ending with the
final challenge to commit
suicide.                     Agencies
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JUST a month ago, mid-day
had reported how the upkeep
of the heritage building was
just a façade, as the insides of
the building had been allowed
to rot. The rare teak staircases
inside the terminus were
crumbling with neglect, and
two of them were being used
as a dumping ground for old
furniture. This, despite the au-
thorities forming grand plans
as far back as March, to bring
the British-era building back
to its full glory. 

Work on in full swing
When mid-day visited the
building yesterday, the project
was finally on in full swing
and the decaying base of the
teak stairwells had been re-
placed. Work was on at all

three floors, and this reporter
spotted workers restoring the
original flooring with Victo-
rian-style Minton tiles. The
walls were finally getting a
much-needed whitewash.
Truckloads of old cupboards
and files were being discarded
as part of the extensive clean-
up operation. Most impor-
tantly, the ugly partitions and
walls were finally being re-
moved — this in itself, have
the terminus the open and
airy feeling it originally had. 

An official involved with the

project said that they intend to
complete the work in a year, so
citizens can expect to see the
CSMT shining on the outside
and inside by the end of 2018.

CR says
Sunil Udasi, chief spokesper-
son for CR, said, “The cash of-
fice on the ground floor of the
building has been shut and
moved along with all the staff.
All the cabins and partitions
have been removed, going
back to the original state of the
building. The teak stairwells

have been restored and will
soon glow like they did in the
days of CSMT’s creator, 
FW Stevens.”

He added, “Not only this, we
have decided to open the gal-
leries on the bus depot side
too, so that there will be free
movement, although this area
will remain restricted to the
public.”

Giving more details of the
work, another official said,
“On the ground floor, refur-
bishment work has started in
the south-end wing, while on
the first floor, the walls and
wooden and metal panels of
the roof are being restored. On
the second floor, the Minton
floor tiles have been restored,
and as have the glorious teak
stairwells. This time the build-
ing will be spruced up like
never before.” 
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CHIEF Minister Devendra
Fadnavis announced that the
Maharashtra government 

has signed a non-binding 
Memorandum of Under-

standing (MoU) with an
international company
that will prepare a mo-
bile application and a

single card that Mum-
baikars can use for seam-

less travel across various
modes of public transport.
This includes the Metro,
Monorail, the suburban rail
networks and the inland pas-
senger water transport system
that is expected to be opera-
tional in a few years.

“A few days ago, the state
government signed an MoU
with an international com-
pany and Ford, which will cre-
ate a mobile application and a
single card for public trans-
port,” the CM said.

Metro 3 tunnelling to begin
The CM made this announce-
ment last evening in Mahim, at
an event for the Metro 3. The
event involved a symbolic cer-
emony to lower the tunnelling
blade that will dig the under-
ground Colaba-Bandra-Seepz
Metro corridor. 

Fadnavis also announced
that a total of 17 tunnel boring
machines would operate along
the 32-km corridor. “Simulta-
neous tunnelling will begin at

various other places. On an av-
erage, 10 metres tunnelling
will be done on a daily basis.”

He said the underground
Metro will have no scope for
water logging, and will remain
operational irrespective of
flooding in the city. 

Without expressly mention-
ing Aarey Colony, the CM
hinted that they would likely
continue with their plans of
building the Metro 3 car shed
there. “We have sped up con-
struction activity along Metro
3, as the courts have given a 
decision in our favour.”

“When the Metro corridors
are completed, they will cater
to more than 90 lakh passen-
gers. Air pollution will reduce
too,” he added. 

Coming soon: One card to ride them all
Even as tunnelling work for Metro 3 is set to begin in full swing, 
CM announces tie-up with international company to prepare 
a smart card for seamless travel across different transport modes

10M
Average distance that will 
be tunnelled per day

90L
Estimated ridership once the 
Metro lines are completed

This tunnelling blade was lowered into the Metro 3 shaft at
the hands of CM Devendra Fadnavis (inset) yesterday

About CSMT
£ Construction of the

iconic building started
in May 1878 

£ It was completed in May
1888, at a cost of R16
lakh

£ It was declared as a
UNESCO world heritage
site in July 2004 and
has been acknowledged
as one of the most
photographed buildings
in the country 

£ The terminus now has
18 platforms

CSMT will shine inside out

The walls are finally getting a much-needed lick of paint, while the flooring has been restored with patterned Minton tiles

mid-day’s report last year on 
the grand restoration plans

Our August 23 report on the
rotting interiors at CSMT

‘The teak stairwells have been
restored and will soon glow like
they did in the days of CSMT’s
creator, FW Stevens’
Sunil Udasi, chief spokesperson, Central Railway 

HC sets aside
PIL on Blue
Whale game 


