Metro-III will cut 35%
road traffic: State study

‘If It Rolls Out By
2020, 4.6L Vehicle
Trips Would Be
Saved In A Day’
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Mumbai: Despite additio-
nal flvovers and bridges, a
56% growth in car and SUV
numbers over the past six yve-
ars has led to unmanageable
traffic congestion in the city,
which cannot be controlled
unless the entire Metro pro-
ject is tied up soon, a state
transpart study has indica-
ted. The Colaba-Bandra-Se-
epz phase of the project, or
Metro-111, can especially re-
duce 35% of the city's road
traffic, say transport experts
who hawve perused the study.

“Only if Metro-III starts
chugging by 2020, would over
4.61akh and 6.651akh vehicle
trips of Mumbaikars be sa-
ved in a day, by 2021 and 2041,
respectively, and fual worth
aroundRsl6eroreand Rs2.3
crore during the period,” sa-
¥5 the feasibility study com-
missioned by the state go-
vernment and conducted jo-
intly with Indian Railways.

It adds that reducing spe-
ed of buses due to growing
numberof carsisthe biggest
challenge for Mumbai. “Bu-
sos cannot be run on fourth
and fifth gears, affecting the
efficiency of public trans-
port. This has seen people
shift to autos and taxi aggre-
gators. Hence, creating a
transit-oriented urban deve-
lopment along the upeoming
Metro routes by offering a
higher F5I is the only way
outtoavoidecongestioninthe
long run,” said a senior
Mantralaya official invelved
in transport planning.

Mew flyovers, the sea link
and freeway are not an ans-
wer to the prowing mess, of-
ficials say

TheMetrowillnot just re-

WHY IT VIAKES

ENSE

LONG WAIT FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF METRO PROJECT HAS

'SEEN VEHICULAR TRAFFIC MULTIPLY OVER PA'S'I' 6 ‘I'EAR‘S

> Cuffe Parade

(Colaba) to Seepz
(Andheri) via

> 33.5km route
would be fully

Bandra and airport

Cooperation Agency (JICA) will
fund at cheap interest rates

= It will help reduce 4 lakh to
6 lakh vehicular trips a day by
2021 and 2041, respectively

STATIONS ! cuffe Parade, Badhwar Park. Vidhan Bhavan
Churchgate Metro, Hutatma Chowlk, CSTM Metro, Kalbadevi,
Girgaum, Grant Road Metro, Mumbai Central Metro, Mahalaxmi
Metro, Science Museum, Acharya Atrey Chowk, Worli,
Siddhivinayak, Dadar Metro, Shitla Devi Temple, Dharavi,
Bandra Metro (Interchange with Line 2), Kalina University,
Santa Cruz, Domestic Airport, Sahar Road, International
Airport, Marol Naka (Interchange with Line 1), MIDC and SEEPZ

HOW METRO-11l WILL HELP IF IT STARTS BY 2020

> 55 lakh km to 81 lakh km of
road commute a day will
reduce by 2021 and 2041

»Saving of fuel consumption
worth 21.6¢cr to 2.3cr a day by
2021 and 2041, respectively

»Emission of vehicular gases
such as carbon dioxide would
substantially reduce

duce congestion on roads by
discouraging people from
buying and driving cars, but
also reduce pollution in a
major way; the study adds.
Mantralaya officials said
the city would not need to
buy 450 buses if the Metroco-
mes up by 2020. Similarly,
around 10% of the planned
182km roads for Mumbaiwill
not be required if the project
proceeds as planned, the stu-
dy adds.
Thestudy has derived the
above figures after calcula-
ting the expected rise in ve-
hicles and commuters, and a
shift in ridership, “The Met-
ro will reduce 55 lakh km, 67
lakh km and &1 lakh km of
daily road journey by 2021,
2031 and 2041, respectively

This will ultimately reduce
fuel consumption worth
Rsl.6 crorve, Rs 1.9 crore and
Rs 2.5 crore a day, respecive-
Iy" the findings suggest.

The study says the subse-
quent reduction in emission
of toxic gases will reduce the
city's air pollution.

Transport experts, who
participated in the recent
BRICS summit held in Mum-
bai, have recommended hea-
vy taxes and fees (such as le-
vy on buying a second car
and parking fees) to curb the
practice of buying or prefer-
ring private vehicles over
public transport. They said
carsalsoadd topollutionand
consume a lot of fuel, especi-
ally during the frequent traf-
fic jams in the city



