§ MMRDA HAS BEGUN THE INITIAL WORK

No issues with Kan]urmarg plot for Metro 6: CM Shinde

Shashank Rao

htmumbai@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: The primary work on
the proposed 15-hectare Kanjur-
marg depot meant for Metro 6
(from Swami Samarth Nagar to
Vikhroli) has begun. On Tuesday
night, Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde made it clear that the
land allocated by the Maharash-
tra government at Kanjurmarg
was important for the project.

The Mumbai Metropolitan
Region Development Authority
(MMRDA) has begun the initial
work of surveying and identify-
ing the borders of the 15-hectare
plot of land. An MMRDA official
said that it would be gradually
barricaded. Recently, the office
of the Salt Commissioner had
claimed that the Kanjurmarg
land proposed for Metro-6
belonged to it. However, sources
in MMRDA said that the plot fell
within the ambit of the state gov-
ernment and that there was no
legal objection to it at this point
of time. The state government
had directed Mumbai’s subur-
ban collector to hand over the
plot for the depot construction.

When asked about the land
issues, Shinde said, “The land at
Kanjurmarg is important for the
Metro 6 project and there are no
issues with it. Our government
will ensure that public money is
not wasted due to delays.”

The elevated Metro Line 6 is

Maharashtra chief minister Eknath Shmde v151ted the underground Metro 3 project and met the workers at Vldhan Bhavan Metro

Station, Nariman Point, on Tuesday.

over 65 percent complete.
After environmental activists
and citizens objected to the
Metro 3 depot being constructed
inside Aarey forest, the former
Uddhav Thackeray-led govern-
ment shifted it to Kanjurmarg
and decided to have an inte-
grated depot for Metro 3 and
Metro 6. But the BJP central gov-
ernment’s intervention, bringing
up an ownership dispute, stalled

the plan. Later, the Eknath Shin-
de-BJP government in Maha-
rashtra shifted the Metro 3 depot
back to Aarey.

However, the Metro 6 depot
remained under dispute, with
the Salt Commissioner objecting
to the plan of acquiring 102 hec-
tares of the Kanjurmarg land.
The state government finally
reached a decision and handed
over a smaller plot of 15 hectares.

DID YOU KNOW?

eltis1531kminlength and
runs from Swami Samarth
Nagar (Andheri West) to
Vikhroli, Eastern Express
Highway, passing through
Jogeshwari, Western
Express Highway and
Powai.

e The line is fully elevated
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and connects WEH and
EEH.

e It givesinterchange
facilities at Adarsh Nagar
of Line 2A, JVLR station of
Line 7 Aarey Depot station
of Line 3 and Gandhi Nagar
of Line 4.

@ It has 13 stations.



