900 metres of Metro-3 tunnelling
complete; sixthmachine arrives

AT AZAD MAIDAN *Vaitarna-2'is set to bore a 4.5 kilometre tunnel between CST and Mumbai Central
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MUMBAL With the Mumbai Metro
Rail Corporation (MMRC)initiat-
ingoperations ofthe sixth tunnel
boring machine (TBM) on
Wednesday at Azad Maidan, the
city has now crossed more than
500 meters ofboring.

Thesixth TBM, named Vaitar-
na-2, willborea4.5kilometre tun-
nel between Chhatrapati Shivaji
Terminus (CST) and Mumbai
Central. Vaitarna-1 has already
completed 132 meters of boring
between Azad Maidan and Mum-
bai Central.

Thefirst TBM, Krishna-1, was
launched at Nayanagar shaft in
November2017and hasalsocom-
pleted 132 metres of boring. It will
be used to bore a 2.5-kilometre
tunnel between Naya Nagar and
Dadarmetrostation. Thesecond
TBM, Krishna-2, is boring a par-
allel tunnel.

The MMRC will also begin tun-
neling from the Science Museum
to Worli, and is currently in the
process of shifting a TBM from
the porttoasitenear the Siddhiv-
inayak temple.

Ashwini Bhide, managing
director, MMRC, said, "The
project is on track and we are
expectingtocomplete the tunnel-
ing work by June2021.”

The city has already received
11 machines, of which six are in
itsinitial driveand oneinits main
drive. The TBMsat Azad Maidan,
Naya Nagar, and Pali ground,
Marol are preparing for their
maindrives. Therestofthe TBMs
areexpected toarrivein thecity
by theend of May.
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COLABA-BANDRA-SEEPZ
s METRO-3 mms

Length: 33.5 km
Stations: 27

(to become operational
by 2021-22)

Cuffe Parade, Vidhan
Bhavan, Churchgate,
Hutatma Chowk, CST
Metro, Kalbadevi,
Girgaum, Grant Road,
Mumbai Central Metro,
Mahalaxmi, Science
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Siddhivinayak, Dadar,
Sitaladevi, Dharavi, BKC,
Vidyanagari, Santacruz,
Domestic Airport, Sahar
Road, International
Airport, Marol Naka,
MIDC, SEEPZ and Aarey
Depot

"When we lower the machine
inparts, westart theinitial drive.
Onceitislowered completely, itis
called the main drive,” Bhide
explained.

Phase1of thecity’sfirst under-
ground metro corridor - Met-
ro-3's(Colaba-Bandra-Seepz)-is
expected to be operational by
December 2021. The corridorisa

33.5-kilometreunderground line
thatwill connect theisland city to
the western suburbs via 27 sta-
tions. On Wednesday, the MMRC
awarded two contracts for the

corridor’selectrical work to Lar-
sen & Toubro Limited and a con-
sortium of Alstom Transport
India Ltd & Alstom Transport
SA.



