


‘Mumbai needs another mode of transport’

MOVING AHEAD From technology to consent of residents, MMRCL chief Ashwini Bhide says the underground Metro-3 is on right track, insists BMC is cooperating
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Parisand London, Metros have
comeupnear heritage buildings.
‘There is a time-tested and safe
MUMBAL: We
Shiv Sena, the main alliance aremembersof the world tunnel
partner in the Indi:
C), chapter,
is on board for the incidents.

Jects, uldAxhwhﬂBhldg,man—

sector,
benefit of tested technology.

Rail Corporation Limited
(MMRCL).
“The BMC has given permis-
land

Whatis the status of the building
survey in south Mumbai?

all land par-
cels [needed for Metro] and is

Corporation (MMRC) carried

supporting the entire project. out a survey with the consult-
Although the transfer of these  ants before proc-
lands was opposed tooth-and- ess.
nail, we havegotthepossw the bidders to know what they
said Bhide, who was at  wouldbe dealing with. We have
foraCc Geraant
sen\on.mtthGmdimm plan. Now, itisthe:
(projects), MMRCL. of the contractor. They have
Locked in a bitter fight with  started surveys since last Octo-
BJP, the Sena-ruled BMC on  ber. Almost 80-90% work in
Monday heldbackaproposalto every package has been com-
give special powers to the state  pleted.
government to bypass the civic

Earlier, Apart
too, the Sena-ruled civic JNPetitInstitute, hasanyone
rejected several proposals to  Bhide:No. Even the complaint

Denying major problems in  the newspapers before us. We
execution of the Bhide have shared the survey on the
said, “The BMC is very much a mdiﬂonoﬂhnbtﬂldmgswlth
machinery is helping us, and
coordinatingwithus.” Gum-: Consi the extent
of workinadense citylike Mum-
Excerptsfrom the session: bai, how many complaints are —
3 we seeing? There is a one-off = ior IAS officer Limited (MMRCL), Time R
Metro  case.
Ergmpaumyﬂlenho!d wre:lvetheimuee,uthere ‘Wehavebeen given themandate Japaneseagencyonlyconsiders  ity. The length of our package Mkalsolphnmmn:w
maybea f JICA], ify, acon- at
G\lph.No,thereisnothrenL of the All cracks lotof or amulti-  tractor hastoshow thathehas  certain locations. Whichare
We are working to sle. People are raising issues h ib worked on three  these locations and what
international protocols. Barce- ~ Evensmaller crackslookbigin  without suhwmtndns their station, inthe civicimprovements it Bank, etc. ~ contracts of the same lengthin  siveis going to be used?
lonahasaMetronetworkclose an enhrgad picture, but they arguments. committee. Does this affect the ‘The committees evaluatingthe ~the past. There won’t be any Guptn.ltismtgaingmbedym
toaheritagebuilding. Thatisthe or company in the world which
case in Rome too. In London, a Th bility of JKumar being black- would have done a 33.5-km Bhlde:’ﬂmse are very low-in-
Metro is coming up next to a yfordevel-  Bhide:Certainthingsareamat- anLJICAwulwnrethnﬂﬂs underground corridor thrice. tensity explosives. Again here,
igh-1 WMlﬂuu-nmnand opnnmlnhm ‘butwhil on.Butasthe Gupta: You need to see the weareusingmany technologies
some happen on ground. The dadalanofalomlbodydoeenot amount of work that is to be andexperts. Thxswl].\bedoneat
Gupta: prove prove the clai or [any basis  transfer of plots was opposed tour done, Wecan'ttell
lapses every monsoon... our for] The state  tooth-and-nail, the: deployed. The average cost of a you which ones now, as it
Bhi good. They itis has i i the rock. The
shor along-term  out any All Isn'tthata loophole? Ifthey soif
even when there is no work gain. ! teven which we got today [Wednes- ~Gupta: No, it's not. JICA is an it would TBMs, it
on! -Thetech-  reach 1/4th of the permissible ~alreadybeenaddressed. day]. We are working very international funding agency, been Rs18,000 crore. It is not  will take more time. Once we
nology limits. They the Gupta: Thecity closely with the BMC, as itis  theyhavetheir reachaparticular wewill
It won' a Mrm Weh: those. need controlled blasting. It is
1 travelwl.thdlgnity Bhi How difficultis it for civil con- ‘monitored very closely.
onthebuildings, butnot massive This corridor will provide that. We  are uhm:mg their utilities, e ‘Gupta: The poli
enough for a collapse. We are  Isthereatime slot for the con- The pressure in the suburban too, state th bya nected? and explosives department will
measuring even the minor struction are com- uilwny network, too, will Gupt: : Actually, applica-  Gupta: ehay i doit with dil Ou
plaints thatitis| carriedout  reduce as people wlu move to commissionerisonourboard.  ble across the itry. If that  eral interna- and vibration levels won't
Gupta: In case of urban areas, ~ atnight... Atleast happens, then we will have to X i change.
th S0 1 railway tracks  rationisveryamuchpartofthis. considerifa emp;u;hip to over pfqlallhleivﬂ works. erated through these blasts,
For everyday. Thecityhasbecome  The entire machinery is debarred by the Cochin civic doth
CRZ). i superbly helping us. There is bnwuevmh&qmdcorpo work,

Wesur- Bhide: We talk about lack of ~some political posturing, but ~ration. This is a legal, not an  will ensure uniformity. How- itatalocation, but people don’t
vey Gupta: leaders or political parties are tional -based ever, i Pro-
thebuildingsnear thespot. The  locations. trains and But  aware of their issue. If we were legally man- which
vital parameters are pre-as- we the. work is
sessed and are kept in check. CI - Thecity ty doi done. Wawlﬂldahlsoo?Thum
Some buildings are strong, structionwouldbecarriedoutat ~transport. have been news reports
whichmeans thelimittowhich night, which the petitioner Yousaid the BMC is Thi ‘will be
we can go ahead with work is  picked up. The and the BMC commissioneris on seven packages,and  and Howdo ~  th
‘high, whilesomeare weak. The ~ Coastal Zone thatis pnbwd.hnywhmm vmwmv?%ﬂmﬂmmm mmhmmmd ‘uohnhnduslm
method of construction is Authority (MCZMA) went ly JKumar ~ build cc so the )

Bhide: With just one corridor, Ltd), afirm that has been no contractor willget .uoenenny and disposal of debris is-
Bhide: A survey of the condition thechangewon'tbevisible. Once by the civic body. How mnh@anlwopacnp. Dn.ly - ground eunddoristhreeﬁmu -responsibility ofthe contractor
of thebuildingbasically helpsus WIIQIMMHDW the entire network is opera- does this work? twommnial ‘more e!puuha than the ele- Whenwedidour: r -
design the method. Itisnot to  Green Tribunal (NGT) has tional, 10-15% of suburbanrail- ~ Gupta: Weanalysed ourtenders thm‘ thp coastal road nor the
to between January 2016 and d or e.In ‘was on the
ple. After the survey, the depotsite, the construction has Metro. Road congestion will March 2016. The pre-qualifica- ketlﬂmmnworkforany md‘Mmsthaelevmdeor carﬂu Wehadic give definite
designer knows the exact begun. ‘llaml&lmb— reduce. Theoverall commuting  tion process was carried outin  Indianor ridor
strengthofabuilding-thelevel ~ sions? Does orderstop  pattern will change. As '.he 2013-2014. 4 7 ~ the road network and turns. thedebris. We haveidentifiedd-5
to which it can tolerate vibra- ﬁnmennlmmﬂ ingour wasnot  Bhil o .How  Time- z locations,
tions. It also depends on the O i tor? You  ridor may be completed faster. * quarries in Thane and Palghar
area. Themethod for Girgaum-  clarified that there: shtu mdxt ess is governed by JICA. The 1 1 esmore - r ot fu
re  quo on ’Hn mﬁwsée!”mu" ‘man for them to go to
narrow, i h n- w5 every aspect on the surface.  those I only. They can
pared to Azad Maidan, which  National Park(SGNP)isaneco- Once you are down and you even take some other option,
does not have a inthe but the car shed d from surface-  provided i
vicinity. fallsoutsideit. Thereisnoques- level hindrances, the job - foolproof. They cannot dumpit
Gupta: Even if heritage build- tion of stoppingworkat thesite. becomes relatively easier. In hlcnzminthe sea. We
mmnmmu you 4
Apolice comj are in conflict with the sur- be used for the coastal road. It
against the overthis roundings. depends on the timing and the
mugmmuamnmm ? . quality of the muck. The muck
and heritage buildings willbe  Bhide: Weare notaware of it. will of is
m?hilhtommlhld- crushed rock, bn;ntlhey may
pletetunnellingand workingon ~ from filing a first information requireadifferent kind of rock.
thestations. report (FIR), but why hasn't the Bhide: Of course, why not? In 5 1
any
Willth NGT Weare fough fy
tion 'They are fight- going in a systematic way. We Meewlllba?
Gupta: A g know theproblemsandthechal-  Bhide: Our financial unalysia
havealreadyanalysedthearea.  incourts. deadline.

i Metro Rail C in
onthesensitivity. Itwillbedone ~ the car depot at all. It has been be there. If the court ordersa  2012-13. Even with thatfare, the
mm,wm_,tmw like that. stay, wecan’thelpit. Butother-  projectisviable. There won'tbe

isn’taffected. ‘manand members of NGT have wise, targets. ity,
Bhide: It will not affect the on several occasions said that auﬂ-m:ntgedeh,mddoou;m
safety of the building. In some  thereisnostay. ation and maintenance. 4
dﬂ, canfeel the vibration, opposition and litigation. Has it the DMRC fares are revised. So
m have by f resultedin costescalation?Has  when we complete the project,
metm bmthatdoem‘tmunthe longtime? Is there a plan to have it? the Metro Rail Authority will
¢ Tbnl e ola ancpridacinsiia THREAT TO OLD BUILDINGS WILDLIFE PLAN FOR AAREY fullyyet. fare.
toensurevibra-  Bhide: The activists have . 0 animpact. Each passingday will ﬂdmhlp. We have to keep the
tonisnotfeltatall. decided not to approach the We are working according to From people’s perspective, addtothecost. Wewillmakethe ~rates to ensure our ridership
Had it been a greenfield MMRCL. Their fight is only intemaﬁonal DfOtOCOlS. arsn'tthedeaﬂlsontmcks assessment at a later stage  estimate holds good. The rates
[which doesn’t have con-  throughnewspapers. I .
:  thetectingliey woild theanthmity sanctityandlegal | Barcelonahas aMetro network close important? Don’t pollution and death certain costs and savings oo, roads to get decongested, we
toaheritage building. Thatis the deserve action instead of delay? T e e mi R
many cities have gone through _has been approved by the Cen- 0aheritage building.  case ! ) will cost you a cer- ,50they
this process. Singapore and tral and State mblmt, therem inRome too. In London, aMetrois Puun;shouldmmmls' not tainamount, butitischeaperat also get benefitted by this com-
Metro % - = F: times. Wewillanalyseitonceall fortable and more efficient
amid high-rises. Rome, Athens  ernment has Rerre g coming up next to a high-rise. us. We have ajob to do andwe'lldoiit. our system contractsarefnal- _(ransport system. I can'tgive
and Barcelona did it near their  objectionsraisedbypeople. How |  IEEEEEEEG_—_—_—_—————— |
old, dilapidated buildings. In cost. the fares will be affordable.
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DANGER TO BUILDINGS
Some buildings are
vulnerable, even

when there s no work

going onin the vicinity.

The technology we are

using s very safe.

Itwon't cause a

building to fall. We are

measuring even the
minorimpact.

CAR SHED AT AAREY
Time and again, we
have clarified that

thereis no status quo on
construction at Aarey.
The area around SGNP
isaneco-sensitive

20ne, but the car shed

falls outsideit. There s

 noquestion of stopping

workat the site.
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REJECTIONS FROM SENA
Certain things are
amatter of public

| posturing, butsome

happen on ground. The
transfer of plots was
opposed tooth-and-
nail, but we have got the
possession. We are
working very closely
withthe BMC, asitis
their area.

DIVISION OF WORK
How do you select
acontractor? You

have to ascertain their

eligibility. To qualify, a

contractor has to show

that he has successfully
worked on three
contracts of the same
lengthin the past. There
won't be any company
inthe world which
would have donea
33.5-km underground

corridor thrice.
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