Metro 3 trial run starts;
new govt signals intent
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MUMBAL The candy aqua mesra
zoomed towards the under-
sround tunnel kick-starting the
Metro 3 trail run on Tuesday
marning Chief minister Eknath
Shinde and deputy chiel minis-
ter Divendra Fadnavis were af
hand to flag off the much-
awaited trial of the Colaha-Ban-
tra-SEEFZ Line, Mumbars first
underground metro corridor,

Fadnavis called the Metro 3
route an imporiant fifeline for
Mumbai,

The Metro 3 cosches are
slightly broader than the exst
ing metro coaches, and the agua
colowr scheerse of the autside is
reflected inside as well. A broad
sirip of aqua on the top comers
and akmg the end of the cosches
radistes & soathing effect. The
AC vents are stiuated on both
sides of the handle strips thar
reach ot to passengers seated
and standing as well on either
side. Graphics commemorating
T h year of independ-
ence are painted on the cutside.

Fadnavis sald the metra
would greatly help decongess
Mumbal's roads and lead ta
seven lakh private vehicles get-
ting off the roads, reducing
arnignd 2.5 kakh onnes of carban
erssions,

Within 80 days of the entire
track getting rational, the
amount of carban emissions
saved will be equivalent to the
warbon dioxkide that the trees
[that have been ewt for the car
shed) would have absorbed in
therr entire lifetime, Fadnavis
savicl, et bsaps withyan eye on the
protestors outside the venue. 93

Chief mini:

Metro-3 Aqua Line fnsid

y strisctire in Aarey Colony on T

puty CM Devendra Fodnmvis Aag off the trind run of the

SATSH RATERT SHOTO

Candy blue Metro 3 coaches begin
trial run; new govt signals intent

Slightly broader
coaches with an
ongoing aqua scheme
both inside and
outside, Metro 3 will
have nine coaches
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MUMBAL:  The candy aqua
metto zoomed towards the
underground tanned kick-start
Ing the Metra 3 trial pun on
Tuesday morning. Chief minis-
ter Eknath Shinde and deputy
chief minister Devendra Fadna-
vis wereat had 1o fag off the
mueh-awalted trind of the Cota-
barBanifro-Seepe Line, Mumbai
lirss uncergronnd metro lie,

Eadnavis calbed the Metro 3
route an important lifeline for
Mumbal. The service will have
Illilfbe trains in its fleet eventu-
ally.

The Metra 3 coaches are
slightly broader than the exise-
Ing metro coaches, and the agus
colour scheme of the outside 5
reflecied inside as well. A broad
strigof aqua

By the time these trials finish,
the erossover facility to change
the tracks between up and
down lines will be ready at
sahar Road station where the
finad will take place. This will
inciude a 5km long stretch of
wrack 1l Sshar Road station,
But before that happens, the
depot facilities need to be in
Lace,

“The delay in getting the
cogches to Mumbal happened
as there was no designated
space to assemble the coaches
e conduct these tests. We had
to 5ot up a temporary fcility at
Aarey and build the Ildrk 1
conduct these tests,” added
EBhide.

Omce the crossaver fracks are
ready, (he existing prototype
train will be shifted to the down
line and o new set of coaches
will come from Sri City in
Andhra Pradesh for sesting and
trials, “As the entire depat 5 not
ready, we are making do with
the part of the tunnel which is
ready for the trials. We will have
mine mese {rains it will arve
aver Time and then the existing
trains will be diverted 1o the

and slong the end of the
eoaches radiates a soothing
elfect. The AC vents are situated
on both sides of the handle
strips that reach out to passen-
v seated and standing as well
on either side. Graphics com-
memorating India’s 7th year of
independence ars painted on
thee vutside.

Depusty chiel minister Fadna-
vis sakd the metro would
help decangest Murmbai's raods
mven than an estimated 17 akdy
people are expected to use the
metm every day.

This would, he sad, lezd o
seven lakh private vehicles get-
ting off the roads and reducing
around 25 lakh twanes of car-
bon emkssions.

Within B0 days of the entire
track getting operational, the
amount of carbon emissions
that Metre 3 will save Is equiva-
lent o the carbon dioxide that
the trees (that have been cut for
bulding the car shed) would
have absorbed in their entire
lifietiime, s Fadnavis, perhaps
with an ¢ye on the protestors
outside the verue.

The coaches are 3200 mm
wide and exch can aecomm

other tracks,” said Bhide.

The 33.5-km-lony, Colaba- vl Metro- i Aarey Colony. T s e
Bandra- Metro-3 project is e n sir
the first under Idor
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e

al the metra network coming up
iy the eity. OF the 27 stations on
this lne. 26 will be ander-
ground,

This Meétrn line is funded by
Japan International Cooper-
ton Agency. High-voltage
charging {5 KV AC daily) of the
eight cosches of the progorype
train began on August 15, Afer
receiving the eight coaches
From Sri Ciry, & batrery-operated
rall-cum-road shunter con-
mected the first elght-car pratoe
type train af the train delivery
and testing track avea in Sariput

Nagar, Aarcy,

Eoth CM Shinde and deputy
Fadnavis used the occasion 1o
satack Uddhay Thackeray's gon-
ernment for politicising & devel
apmental project, "I my uKm—
ion that the metro car shed
issue was more political than
environmental in nature. Mum-
Baikars are breathing polluted
alr (owlng to the cars)”
remarked Fadnavis, adding that
there was i ego issue atnched
e the metro as far as ke was
concerned.

“We have given a signal that

date approximately 2400 pas-
senpers. “The agua line of the
metro portrays the masing cul-
tureand the importance the sea
has for Mumbal, said Ashwini
Bhide, managing director of
BMEC. The small tweaks to the
nr.r\ coaches have been made
keeping in mind that this = =n
undergound mewra service. The
trial encompasses a 10000
lomerun, and i Hioedy to findsh i
rwo tmonths, odded Bhide,
“Irreapective of the decision
to shift the car shed to Kanjur:
mAr, it wis essential to have
some ind of infrastructure
avallable at Aarey &s well, The
ramp also had o be built for
testing. a5 Kanjurmarg is a
marshy land and it would have
taken two more years for land
stabilisation and this would
have escalated the cost of the
metro,” sald chiel ministes
Ekmath Shinde. That escalation,
Faadnvis saiid, woail have led to
cosr paculation of ticket prices

tao.

The traal includes running
thee cocehes wp b the naximum
permissible speed of the traln,

running.” szid Fadnovis. As per
the original timeline, the Metro
wonld huve been operational-
ised on the entire stretch by
March 2023, he pointed out, but
the controversy and the stay on
the car shed work meant that
ouhl half of the stretch will be
I'ﬁTP!Dn:rmbcrncxiyrar
it at the event, Shinde
saldlllwyh.ld taken the decision
toreloeate the carshed m Aarcy
o Ve i b penes to the long-
pending project.

“The progect will help strike
an ecological bulance,” he
asdibed, “(The car shed site) is
surrounded by reads at three
sieles, It s not as i we are going
o The jungle and chopping
down trees . the courts have
soeepted this considering the
farger interests of the people.”

The decision to develop the
car shed foe the 33.5 kn Metro 3
project at the Aarey milk col-
any, which is one af the eity’s
Inst surviving green aress, has
een mired In controversy right
from 2014 when it was first
mopted by th then Congress-
NCF government.

Eandra ks Comelex

|mk|n‘mu'® Spogsy
T"'“""‘"@MJD{ \
fmpl L1
Y arorteka () s

omestc Nirport

— ®
Phase 2 Stage of
Cutfe Parase completion
toBKC fin 35}
Aarey Depot @
| i Werk o carshed

tobe completid

IflnL!'rnaEmmal Alrnnn
v

MUMBAI
METRO®

Siddhivinayak @ w,ut'ﬂ':.'npm

{M'héwa Atre Chawk @

<%

The Metro car
depol issue was
more political
than
environmental in
nature... We have

BE% given nsignal

"% that no one can
stap this metro
from running.

DEVENDRA FADNAVIS,
Dieputy chiel mirsster




