50% Metro tunnelling
complete in 19 months

MUMBAI: The Mumbai MetroRail
Corporation (MMRC) has com-
pleted 50% of the tunnelling work
for the city’s first underground
Metro line (Colaba-Bandra-
Seepz). The milestone was
achieved in 19 months after tun-
nelling commenced for the
33.5-km Metro-3 line in Novem-
ber 2017, MMRC, the executing
agency of the project, announced
onMonday.

The underground corridor,
which is expected to provide
anothernorth-south rail service
and an alternative to the subur-
banrailway requires 56km of tun-
nellingfor the twin passageways.
With 17 tunnel boring machines
(TBMs)working simultaneously,
28km of this stretch has already
been finished.

According to Ashwini Bhide,
managing director of MMRC, the
tunnellingunder Mumbai’s heri-
tage buildings, old residential

complexes, and existingelevated
Metroline, hasbeena “daunting
task” due to the geological condi-
tions. She said the agency has
used advanced technologytocut
throughdifferent types of strata.

Theaverage tunnelling, as per
dataprovidedby MMRC,is47.5m
perday, withnearly 100 workers
per TBM involved in the process.

“In all, 19,504 segment rings
havebeen used to complete 26km
of tunnelling. It's satisfying
progress, Further, 19more break-
throughs [point to point tunnel-
ling] are awaited through the
33.5-kmMetro3alignment,” said
SK Gupta, director (projects),
MMRC.

Meanwhile, work of under-
ground station construction,
along withexcavation, concourse
level, columnsand wall construc-
tionare progressing quickly.“We
are looking to complete the
323,136-crore project as sched-
uled with the help of the Chief
Minister’s War Room and multi-
plestakeholders,” said Bhide.



