SUNDAY CHAT with Ashwini Bhide, MMRC Managing Director

De]a:,rs and controversy have
dogged Metro IIT, one of the
largest infrastruchire projects
in Mumbai. But Ashwini Bhide,
Managing Director (MD) of Mumbai
Metro Rail Corporation Lid (MMROC)
that is executing the project, says it's
on schedule and will change Mum-
baikars travel experience. Inan
exchasive interview to

Neeta Kolhatkar, Bhide says what's re-
quired is the cooperation of the people.
Excerpts from the interview:

Isthe project on time or has treefelling
row delayed Metro ITI?

The project is progressing on schedule
and although there was a stay fromthe
court on the issue of cutting trees, that

: . phase is now over
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problems — Ashwini Bhide

We will stick to
messssssssssssssssssn the  deadline.
The tumnel boring machines are at

site and work is soon to begin.

Do vou think the controver-
sy involving cutting of
trees could have been
avoided?

Since a project of this mag-
nitude was never taken up
befare, there were bound to
be issues with residents of
Mumbai. People would take
matters closeto their heartto ™ o
the courts. I do not think this
was avoidable, rather it was
part and parcel of the project
and made us conscious of the g
problem.
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There were many issues, but
Metro I project is on track

Usually when projects like Metro III

Yes, their opinions and suggestions
were taken. The project was planned
way back in 2011. At that time a lot of
public notices were issues and
hearings were conducted. When the
project began in 2005, we undertook
conscious efforts to contact the resi-
dents and consider their views. When
the issue of planting of new trees was
taken up, suggestions were invited. In
Girgaum, the people met the contractors
and suggested changes in the traffic pat-
tern. They asked us to reduce parking
slots so that more space was available.
The contractors have emploved local
yvouths as traffic marshalk to control
movement of vehicles. It does take time
to get everyone on board

Is an arborist (tree expert) on the proj-
ect? The name given to the court,
Simon Leong, told us he isn't part

B g 1 of the project. We have been told

name to the court.

L " Yes, everyone is on board. An ar-

borist from GS is just one ex-
pert who is there.. How-
ever, the main work of
b, cutting, transplant ing
b and planting new
B trees is the respon-
 sibility of the con-
) tractors and we
. have ensured that all
B contractors hire from
a proper agency Leong
fromSingapore is a gen-
eral consultant and was

i s g here for some time back.




