COLABA-BANDRA-SEEPZ METRO

MMRC to award work order by mld Sept
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THE Mumbai Metro Rail
Corporation [MMRC) will award
work orders for constructing the
33.5-km Colaba-Bandra-Seepz
Metro by mid-September, ex-
pecting to begin work by early
Next year.

The corporation, which has
received bids from mne consor-
tia. has nearly concluded the
technical evaluation process.

Ashwini Bhide, Managing
Director of MMRC, said,
“Evaluating tenders and issuing
work orders is currently the im-
mediate prionty for the project.
We will finalise the technical
evaluation after seeking internal
consent and approval from the
Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA L After that, we will
need about a month for evalua-
toon of the financial bids.”

The MMRC had invited ten-
ders for the 33.5-km fully-un-
derground Metro in seven con-

tract packages, each involving
about 4-5 ks of tunneting and
3-5 underground stations. The
Colaba-Bandra-Seepz Metro is
to have 27 stations. In
all, the MMRC has received 31
bids from the nine consortia.

“If we give work orders in
September, it will take the con-
tractors another 2-3 months 1o
finalise designs and get in a state
of readiness o start actual work.
By then, most long-standing is-
sues for the project should be
sorted.” Bhide said.

Displacement of residents
from Mumbai's oldesr areas of
Girgaum, Kalbadevi and Dadar,
and the proposed construction of
the Metrocar-shed at Goregaon's
Aarey Colony, one of the few
green lungs in the aty, are the ma-
jor bones of contention for the Rs
23,136-crore project. Residents,
activists and political parties have
been protestinig against the proj-
&t over the fwo issues.

“For Girgaum and Kalbadev,
wie have received bids from three
consiltants. We hope to have a
comprehensive rehabilitation

MMRC Managing Director Ashwini Bhide, along with MMRDA chief Urvinder Pal Singh
Madan, unveiled a new logo for the corporation on Monday. Amit Chakrmarty

plan ready for these residents in
about four months after finalis-
ing the consultant.” Bhide said.
The consultant will help MMRC
prepare a plan for on-site reha-
bilitation of about 650 families
in the locality,

Bhide added that the prob-
lem in Dadar is not 4s acute, a5

the project is set to temporanly
displace only eight families
there, and the building in ques-
tion is already in the process of
going into redevelopment.

For the car-shed, the chiel
minister had constituted a com-
mittee under the Mumba
Metropaolitan Region

Development Authornity [ MM-
RO ) chief LIPS Madan to look for
altermative sites of minimise loss
tothe environment at the curment
earmarked site, Madan said the
committes is yet i subrmt its re-
port to the state govermiment.
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